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without being hindered from also regarding it as the
manifestation of the supreme thought or reason, the
<yi/wyou7 or Xoyo? that ' steers all things through all
things/ He could even say without any sense of
violence that the fiery heaven which embraces all
things is full of mind and reason (\oyucov KCU (ppevrjpeg).
At the same time, we must recognise the essential
difference between the position of those who lived
before the two elements had been distinguished, and
the position of those who lived after this distinction
had been so much insisted on by Plato and Aristotle. '
For those who, in this later time, refused to accept^ the
dualistic theory there were only two logical alterna-*
tives: either to explain away one of the two prin-
ciples, or to show that their opposition is merely
relative, an opposition within a unity. But the
Stoics could not adopt either of these alternatives.
They were too anxious to grasp the whole truth to be
content with abstract materialism or abstract spiritual-
ism ; yet, though they saw the weakness of such partial
explanations, and had an intuitive perception of a
unity beyond them, they could not bring them together
as correlated factors of one complete system. Being
thus unable either to admit that the opposition was
absolute or to transcend it, they were driven to the
alternative of simply denying it, except as an opposi-
tion of different aspects of the same thing, and falling
baok on the ideas of a philosopher who had lived